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2. 1 I Claim Nos.: 

because they relate to parts of the international application that do not comply with the prescribed requirements to such 
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because they are dependent claims and are not drafted in accordance with the second and third sentences of Rule 6.4(a). 
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This application contains the following inventions or groups of inventions which are not so linked as to form a single general inventive 
concept under PCT Rule 13.1. In order for all inventions to be examined, the appropriate additionaJ examination fees must be paid. 

Group I, claim(s) 1-39, drawn to a method of selecting a zinc finger polypeptide that binds to a sequence of interest 

Group 2, ctaim(s) 40 and 42, drawn to a method of regulating the expression of a gene. 

Group 3, claim(s) 41, 43 and 44, drawn to a fusion polypeptide of zinc finger polypeptide and a functional domain. 

Group 4, claim(s) 20-22 and 24-3 1, drawn to a method of isolating a polynucleotide of a microbe that is differentially expressed under 
certain environmental condition. 

Group 5, claim(s) 45, drawn to a method of regulating the expression of a gene using a fusion polypeptide. 

Group 6, claim(s) 46, drawn to a method of altering the structure of a gene comprising contacting a fusion polypeptide. 

Group 7, claim(s) 47, drawn to a method of cleaving a sequence of interest comprising a fusion polypeptide. 

Group 8, claim(s) 48-86, drawn to a method of selecting a chimeric zinc finger polypeptide that binds to a sequence of interest 

Group 9, claim(s) 87, 89, and 92 drawn to a method of regulating the expression of a gene using chimeric polypeptide. 

Group 10, claim(s) 88, 90 and 91, drawn to a chimeric zinc finger polypeptide. 

Group 1 1, claim(s) 93, drawn to a method of altering the structure of a gene. 

Group !2, claim(s) 94, drawn to a method of cleaving a sequence of interest 

Group 13, claim(s) 95, drawn to a position-sensitive primary library comprising zinc finger polypeptides. 

The inventions listed as Groups 1- 13 do not relate to a single general inventive concept under PCT Rule 13.1 because, under PCT Rule 
13.2, they lack the same or corresponding special technical features for the following reasons: 

The linking features of Group 1-13 are structurally and functionally different from one another. For examples, the linking feature of Group 
1 is a zinc finger polypeptide; the linking feature of Group 2 is a gene of interest; the linking feature of Group 3 is a fusion polypeptide. 
Therefore, Groups 1 - 1 3 are not so linked by the same or a corresponding special technical feature as to form a single inventive concept. In 
addition, the special technical feature of Group 1 is known in the prior art For example, Wolfe et al (Structure. Vol. 8: 739-750; 
6/2 1/2000) teach combinatorial libraries of zinc finger proteins derived from Zif268 (see Abstract of the reference), which reads on the 
technical feature of Group 1. Thus, the inventions lack unity. 
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